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THIS WEEK world leaders are meeting in Nairobi to negotiate the next iteration of the Global
Plastics Treaty.

Earlier this year, the UN published a ‘Zero Draft’ of the Treaty in which cursory information
was provided on the future shape of the agreement. This draft mentions the known science
on human health impacts, but falls far short of what is actually needed to protect human and
wildlife health.

An international team of health scientists has therefore drafted a “Health Scientists’ Global
Plastics Treaty”, focusing on those elements of the treaty that must be addressed fully in its
final form to make it strong enough to protect the health of future generations. Anything short
of these elements will consign the treaty to failure.

Exposure to chemicals used in plastic like bisphenol A, perfluorinated compounds and
phthalates is virtually ubiquitous. Indeed, research by the European Environment Agency
determined that all European adults carry bisphenol A levels in their bodies at concentrations
above those considered to be safe.

Many of the 16,000 chemicals used in the manufacture of plastic are hazardous and
possess characteristics causing endocrine disruption, mutagenicity, and carcinogenicity. In
the most comprehensive review to date of over 3,500 studies on how chemicals in plastic
detected in the human body can affect human health, the Minderoo Foundation determined
that less than 30 percent had been assessed for their human health impacts.

Moreover, mounting evidence demonstrates that plastic particles pollute the air, drinking
water, and food, leading to an ever-increasing risk of inhalation and ingestion on a global
scale. Plastic particles have been found in human blood, lungs, and the placenta, posing a
serious public health threat.

That is why today we’re joining the Plastic Health Council in calling for a Global Plastics
Treaty that heeds the known science of the impact of plastic chemicals and plastic particles
on human and wildlife health. This means delivering a Treaty that will reduce the production
volume of plastics overall, eradicate all but verifiably essential single-use plastic items (and
commits to funding sustainable chemistry research to innovate safe replacements),
mandates proper testing of all chemicals in plastics, and unequivocally prohibits ‘chemical
recycling’ of plastics.

The Global Plastics Treaty is a once-in-a-century opportunity to protect human health from
pollution. World leaders cannot afford to leave their populations vulnerable to the toxic
effects of plastic.

https://plastichealthcouncil.co.uk/


Signed by scientists including:

John Peterson Myers, Ph.D.
Chief Scientist, Environmental Health Sciences
Adjunct Professor of Chemistry, Carnegie Mellon University

Professor Dr Dick Vethaak
Emeritus Professor of Water Quality and Health, VU University Amsterdam

Terrence J. Collins, Ph.D.
Teresa Heinz Professor of Green Chemistry
Director, Institute for Green Science
Department of Chemistry, Carnegie Mellon University

Professor Dr Barbro Melgert
Professor of Respiratory Immunology, University of Groningen

Dr Jane Muncke
CEO and Chief Scientific Officer, Food Packaging Forum

Linda S. Birnbaum, Ph.D.
Scientist Emeritus and Former Director, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
and National Toxicology Program
Scholar in Residence, Nicholas School of the Environment, Duke University

Philip J. Landrigan, MD, MSc, FAAP
Director, Program for Global Public Health and the Common Good
Director, Global Observatory on Planetary Health
Boston College

Shanna H. Swan, Ph.D.
Professor, Environmental Medicine and Public Health, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount
Sinai
Adjunct Professor, Obstetrics and Gynecology, University of California, San Francisco
Senior Scientist, Environmental Health Sciences

Michael H. Depledge, DSc, FRS
Emeritus Professor and Chair of Environment and Human Health, European Centre for
Environment and Human Health
University of Exeter Medical School
Honorary Professor of Public Policy, University College, London

Frederick S. vom Saal, Ph.D.
Curators’ Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Division of Biological Sciences, University of
Missouri

R. Thomas Zoeller, Ph.D.
Emeritus Professor, College of Natural Sciences, University of Massachusetts Amherst

Laura N. Vandenberg, Ph.D.
Professor, University of Massachusetts Amherst



Barbara Demeneix, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus, French National Museum of Natural History

Taisen Iguchi, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus, National Institute for Basic Biology

Bruce Blumberg, Ph.D.
Professor, University of California, Irvine

Ana Soto, Ph.D.
Professor, Tufts University School of Medicine

Hugh Montgomery, BSc, MD, FRSB
Professor of Intensive Care Medicine, University College London

Jeanette Rotchell, BSc, Ph.D., FRSB
Professor of Environmental Toxicology, University of Hull

Åke Bergman, Ph.D.
Senior Professor, Örebro University
Professor Emeritus, Stockholm University

Bethanie Carney Almroth, Ph.D.
Professor, University of Gothenburg

Andreas Kortenkamp, Ph.D.
Professor, Brunel University

Juan Baztan, Ph.D.
Université de Versailles

Professor Trisia Farrelly, Ph.D.
Senior Editor, Cambridge Prisms: Plastics
Associate Editor, Frontiers in Environmental Health Policy and Law
Co-Director, Political Ecology Research Centre
Steering Committee, Scientists’ Coalition
Co-Founder, NZPSC & APPA
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